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1  B1 comes to the plate 
with a cracked bat. 

What should the plate 
umpire do upon 
discovering the bat?

a. B1 should be allowed to 
use the bat.
b. B1 should be out and 
ejected for using an illegal 
bat.
c. The bat should be 
removed from the game 
for being a damaged bat 
and no penalty should be 
assessed to B1.

2  Which of the 
following would be 

an illegal pitch in regards 
to the position of F1’s pivot 
foot when she initially 
takes her position on the 
pitcher’s plate?

a. On top of the pitcher’s plate.
b. In contact with the 
backside of the pitcher’s 
plate.
c. In contact with the 
frontside of the pitcher’s plate.
d. Behind and not in contact 
with the pitcher’s plate.

3  With R3 on third base 
and R2 on second 

base with one out, B3 hits a 
fly ball to the outfield. Both 
runners tag. R3 leaves early 
and scores. R2 leaves legally 
to advance to third base. 
The throw to third base is 
over the defensive player’s 
head and goes out of play, 
allowing R2 to score. The 
defense then appeals R3 left 
early.

a. R2’s run scores as this is a 
timing play.
b. Both R2 and R3 score as 

the ball going out of play 
negates the opportunity to 
appeal.
c. R3 is declared out on the 
appeal and no runs score.

4  After assuming a 
legal pitching 

position, F1 brings her 
hands together and then 
takes one hand off the ball 
and then steps backwards 
off the pitching plate.

a. This is an illegal pitch.
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b. This is legal as the 
pitcher has not begun her 
pitching motion and may 
step in any direction.

5  With two outs, R1 on 
first base and B2 

batting with a 3-1 count, F1 
steps onto the pitching plate 
with her hands together. F1 
then separates her hands 
and takes a signal from F2. 
Prior to F1 delivering the 
pitch, R1 leaves early trying 
to steal second base. 
a. The illegal pitch takes 
precedence and B2 is 
awarded first base and R1 
is awarded second base.
b. R1 is declared out for 
leaving early, making it 
the third out of the inning. 
An illegal pitch is enforced, 
making it ball four on B2. 
The inning is over and B3 
will be the next batter to 
lead off the next inning.
c. Leaving early takes 
precedence and R1 is ruled 
out for the third out of 
the inning. B2 will be the 
correct batter to lead off 
the next inning.
d. Due to infractions by 
both teams, no pitch is 
declared, R1 is returned to 
first base and B2 is still at 
bat with a 3-1 count.

6  With no outs and no 
runners on base, B1’s 

third strike is missed by F2 
and the ball lodges 
between her body and the 
chest protector. While F2 

looks for the ball, which 
eventually rolls out from 
under her chest protector 
and falls to the ground, B1 
touches first and continues 
on to second base safely.

a. B1 is out on the third 
strike as the ball is dead 
when it becomes lodged in 
F2’s chest protector.
b. The ball is live and B1 is 
allowed to stay at second 
base.
c. The ball is dead and B1 is 
awarded first base on the 
dropped third strike.

7  B1 hits a long fly ball 
to center. F8 removes 

her glove and throws it at 
the ball, preventing it from 
clearing the fence. The ball 
lands inside the field of 
play and F8 throws it into 
the infield. B1 stops on 
second base.

a. B1 remains at second base.
b. B1 is awarded third base.
c. B1 is awarded home.

8  R2 is on second base 
when B1 hits a 

ground ball to F6. While 
running directly to third 
base, R2 jumps over the 
batted ball to avoid being 
struck. F6 misses the ball 
just behind the baseline.

a. This is interference, the 
ball is dead, R2 should be 
ruled out and B1 placed on 
first base.
b. This is not interference, 
R2’s advance is legal and 
the ball remains live.

9  R1 is on first base 
with no outs when 

B2 hits a long fly ball to 
left field. F7 makes a 
running catch for the out 
and then throws to first 
base to try to double up 
R1, who is between first 
base and second base. The 
ball deflects off F3’s glove 
and rolls into the dugout.

a. R1 is awarded third base.
b. R1 is awarded second 
base.
c. R1 is awarded first base.
d. R1 is awarded home.

10  R3 is on third base 
and R1 is on first base 

with no outs and B3 is at 
bat. B3 hits a hard ground 
ball to F4, who tosses it to 
F6 at second base for the 
force out on R1. As F6 tries 
to throw the ball to F3 to 
turn a double play, R1 
reaches up and grabs F6’s 
arm, causing the ball to sail 
into right field.

a. R1 is out on the force 
out, R3 is ruled out due to 
interference by R1 and B1 
is placed at first base.
b. R1 is out on the force 
out, B1 is ruled out due to 
interference by R1 and R3 
is placed on third.
c. R1 is out on the force 
out, B1 is ruled out due to 
interference by R1 and R3 
is awarded home.
d. R1 is out on the force out 
and the ball remains live.

11  B1 hits a line drive 
down the right-field 

line. The ball hits on the 
line and then curves 
severely to the right. A 
spectator, thinking the ball 
was foul, reaches into the 
field of play and picks up 
the ball. Realizing then 
that it was a fair ball, the 
spectator drops the ball 
back into the field of play.

a. The ball remains live and 
the batter can advance at 
her own risk.
b. The ball is immediately 
dead, and the batter is 
awarded second base.
c. The ball is immediately 
dead, and the batter is 
awarded one base from 
where she was at the time 
of interference.
d. The ball is immediately 
dead, and the batter is 
awarded the bases she 
would have reached, in the 
umpire’s judgment, had 
interference not occurred. 

12  In the top of the 
fourth inning the 

defensive head coach 
requests a conference with 
her team, the third charged 
defensive conference of the 
game. Later in the same 
half inning, after giving up 
several runs, the pitching 
coach calls time and meets 
at the pitching circle with 
her team.

a. No penalty as the 
defense is allowed seven 
defensive conferences per 
game.
b. The pitching coach is 
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ejected for holding a second 
conference in the same inning.
c. The head coach is ejected 
for her team holding a 
second conference in the 
same inning.
d. The pitcher must be 
removed from the pitching 
position for the duration of 
the game.

13  R2 is on second base. 
On the pitch, R2 

heads for third base and B3 
bunts the ball down the 
first-base line. As F3 fields 
the ball and starts toward 
B3 to tag her, B3 retreats 
towards home plate to 
avoid the tag. After 
stepping back two feet, B3 
is tagged by F3. R2 had 
reached third base before 
B3 began her retreat.

a. B3 is out on the tag and 
the ball remains live.
b. The ball is dead the 
moment B3 stepped back, 
B3 is declared out and R2 is 
placed back on second base.
c. The ball is dead the 
moment B3 stepped back, 
B3 is declared out and R2 is 
allowed to stay on third base.
d. Both B3 and R2 are ruled 
out due to interference.

14  With the bases loaded 
and two outs, B4 hits 

an outside pitch over the 
right-field fence. In reaching 
to make contact with the 
pitch, B4 has only the heel 
of her cleat in contact with 
the batter’s box line when 
she makes contact. 

a. This is legal and the 
homerun counts. Four runs 
score.
b. The entire foot must 
be within the lines of the 
batter’s box and the batter is 
called out. No runs score.
c. At least half of the foot 
must be within the lines of 
the batter’s box and the batter 
is called out. No runs score.

15  With a 3-2 count, B1 
swings at a high and 

inside rise ball. B1 
completely misses the pitch 
that subsequently hits her 
in the shoulder.

a. The ball is dead and B1 is 
awarded first base for a hit 
by pitch.
b. The ball is dead, a foul ball 
is called and B1 remains at 
bat.
c. The ball is dead and B1 is 
called out for strike three.

16  R1 is on first base 
with one out. B1’s line 

drive is caught by F4, who 
throws to F3 to double up 
R1, who was running on 
the pitch. U1 ruled R1 left 
early on the pitch.

a. The ball is immediately 
dead when R1 left early, R1 
is ruled out and no pitch is 
declared.
b. The ball is delayed dead 
when R1 left early and the 
defense has the option of 
taking the out for leaving 
early or take the result of 
the play, which was a double 

play.
c. The offensive team is 
given a team warning 
for leaving early and any 
further leaving early will 
result in the ejection of that 
player, and all play stands.

17  With no outs, R1 on 
first base and R2 on 

second base, B3 hits a 
ground ball to F6. F6 
throws to F4 to force out R1 
at second base. F4 throws 
the ball to F3 at first base 
and U1 declares B3 safe. B3, 
thinking she was out, walks 
off the base and enters her 
dugout before her coach 
yells at her to return to first 
base.

a. The ball remains live and 
B3 has the opportunity to 
return to first if she can 
make it there before being 
tagged out by the defense.
b. The ball remains live 
and B3 is ruled out for 
abandonment.
c. The ball is dead and B3 is 
ruled out for abandonment.
d. This is an appeal play.

18  With the bases loaded 
and two outs, B1 hits 

a home run. The defensive 
head coach notifies the 
plate umpire the bat used 
by B1 is a non-approved bat. 
The home-plate umpire 
checks the bat and notices 
there are no certification 
marks and agrees it is a 
non-approved bat.
a. The home run counts, and 
the offensive team is given a 

warning.
b. B1 is declared out, no runs 
score and both B1 and the 
head coach are ejected.
c. B1 is declared out, no runs 
score and the head coach is 
given a warning.

19  With an 0-2 count, B1 
bunts down the first-

base line. While running, 
B1 discards her bat in foul 
territory. The bat hits the 
ball that came to rest in 
foul territory before being 
touched by any players.

a. B1 is out for interference.
b. Foul ball. B1 remains at 
bat with an 0-2 count.
c. B1 is ruled out for bunting 
a third strike foul.

20  With R2 on second, 
F2 receives a pitch 

from F1. F2 tries to pick off 
R2 at second base but 
contacts the plate umpire’s 
mask and the ball ricochets 
into the first-base dugout.

a. R2 is awarded third.
b. R2 is awarded home.
c. The ball is dead and R2 
must remain at second.
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ANSWERS
2 0 2 0  s o f t b a l l  u m p i r e s  Q U I Z

  1  

c
(1.5.1c, 2-4-3, 7-4-2 Pen. Note, 

1.5.1C)

  2  

d
(6-1-1, 6.1.1F)

  3  

c
(2-1, 9-1-1 Exc. c, 9.1.1G)

  4  

a
(6-1-2a, b, 6.1.2A)

  5  

b
(2-62, 6-1-1a, 7-1-2, 8-6-18, 7.1.2J, 

8.6.21)

  6  

b
(7-4-5, 8-1-1b, 8-4-1g, 8.4.1D) 

  7  

c
(8-4-3d Pen., 8.4.3N)

  8  

b
(2-32-1, 8-6-10a)

  9  

a
(8-4-3e Pen., 8.4.3O)

  10  

a
(2-32-1, 8-6-16c Pen.)

  11  

d
(2-32-2, 5-1-1g-1, 8-4-3j Pen., 

8.4.3V)

  12  

d
(2-14-1, 3-7-1 Pen., 3.7.1B)

  13  

c
(8-2-5 Pen., 8.2.5A)

  14  

a
(7-4-8, 7.4.8A, B)

  15  

c
(7-2-1g)

  16  

a
(8-6-18 Pen.) 

  17  

b
(8-6-19, 8.6.19B)

  18  

b
(1-5-1d, 2-4-2b, 7-4-2 Pen., 1.5.1B)

  19  

c
(2-25-1d, 7-4-9)

  20  

c 
(5-1-2c, 8-5-6 Pen.)


